MARANTZ VP-12S2

DLP PROJECTOR

>£7,000 THE BIG 'UN IS BACK. MARANTZ'S
FRESHLY UPDATED HIGH-END PROJECTOR THROWS
DOWN THE GAUNTLET T0 THE DLP BRIGADE

>Marantz 01753 680 B6E »www marantz. co.uk
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Arantz may nat be a o
M il
immediately sociate i

Wit progectars, but its
irvalyernent with displays
actually goes back many
years. [t just thatit hasn't
enpayed majar-leaguee siceess
with them. v
Uil last year that bs. Thats
whan the tompany dropped a
bomishell by launching a y
blisteringly good high-end
NP projectar called the YP- el
1257, Easily nood enough to
Ml it inthe company of

g

W

' FEATURES
1F OLP byses

5 Fim
premier-kzague models fram wrthc] ke tan

Sharp and SIMZ, The VP-1251 rhrTestion
huirs. el e updarted to = Shari thisw o

SETIES Ty STalLs, walth some
major improvements ta
rezmaken gul internest,

Outwardly, thare's ni = ¥ DOO-Sou

change #till the same classy = (o
Neutel-finished, dual-walled 1% 0%
casing, il the same gasp of
surprise whep you Kt it (this
thirwg weaghs a hefiy 11.Bakg)
and still thee sarme cudf,
unillurnenated rermote conkrol
that wouldn't baok out of
place accompanying a £60
DVD player from Arcs. Nope,
if vou want to find the
imteresting stuff, vou need ta
ook Further under the skin,
Let's tackle the biggie fst
The goced but now cutdassed HD chipset
fram the 51 has been jettisoned m favaur

of & Mustang. Not the equine
o WE-powerad sort, but DLPS
latest top-ranking chipset, the
HD2 Mustang. Desigried Ta
make the most of bagh-
definition signals, this offers a
maximumm resohution of 720
{pragressae] or 1,080
linterlzoed) lings, a5 well as
12-degree-ilt micramirars
(compared 1o the 51% t2n
degrass) and & deep-black
chip substrate that enable it
Lo deliver a claimed confrast
ratir of 2,500:1

Thar's not bad going wher
vou consider that the WP-
1351 managed just 1,100:1.
Light cutpus remnains the
same, at 700 ANS| lumens,
wihich means that watching
wihile the sun's shirmg
Cilifes to be a noe-no [not
that yeal sheuld ever do that
with a front projector), The
si-seqment colgur wheel
spins at the same 300Hz (six-
speed] as that of the 51,

INTERHAL EXAMINATION
Rearwands, you've still got
more than adequate
connagtivity, with one
example ésth of companent.
5-¥iden, compesite and RGE
Inputs, 3ong with cstom-
installation-friendly 124

wiggers and R3-232 poris. What's new
here, howeuer, is the HOP-com pliant DV1-

I input, designed ro e nable high-gualiny
thigital videa sigrals to pass from high-
definition and P sources 1o the projector

#is far as new intzrnals are concemed,
that seems ta be pretty much i, but thare
are mone new dscoveries 1o be made
when wou fine up the on-soreen display
Here you'll fird & sub-menu called Fine,
whire e can now Sweak the harizontal
and verfical detaif, as well as adge and
gain for beth luminance and chreminance.

Taggle down the same mens and you'l
fimd further aptions that enable you to
swtch off DO processing, Frame Rate
comwersion and the Crass Colour
Suppressar fackty (andy useful with
compositesS-Yideo signals) There's sven a
mede that movr enalles noise-free pausing
o WCR widea sgrals,

The DA0 iself remains & shngde and &
straighetorward as ever, with exceBant

B,
LT

Marants2 alss makns some of the best
programimalile rermites i e business.
The VP 11525 sad, pathedtic litte exuse

ffor azopparisntons of shem,

Mo of that matters ence you fire it up,
though The changes Marantz has mace
hawe done mare than keep this majestic
progector amang the rp Might of DLP-
hased devices. Black-leved performance is
a5 good as we've seen from any DLP
[ jecton, (kay, it's fal velt a match for g
good CRT, but boy i it dose Heflow Man (in
576 from a modded Harman Kardon WD
25 plaver] demonstrates fantastic
grayscale acoaracy tog, with browns,
blacks, blues and greys being very
precisely differentiated.

The colour depth imoresses as well,
with glky-smooth resalution giing filing &
cinematic patina that lesser projectors can
oty deeam of incidentally, thees no
significant ‘rainbow effect’ - i1% becoming
clear that six-speed/six-ssgment colour
wiheels fused in Sharp prosectors, as well as
the YP-1.2521 seem ta pretry mud

sigral info provided, But there is one eradicate this Kubwindar Singh Rai
armoyance. Bizarmely, gamma adjustment
requires you to download & program and
acjust the projector’s sertings via a PC .E;"i' nICcT
firk_ . which is, well, rather nesciess PERFORMANCE ik
Ukirsg the low lamp setting is Uil [E * % % % %k
recammenced if the black level is HA
important ta you (and it most definitsly OVERALL e ok e ok ke
should b evenif it doesst seem fo make  we el know haw ruidh Shis bog-raniing
much perceptible difierence to naisa projector cel, wetl probably give i a price 1y of
lewels: the WP-1252 is vary guiet, though £8,000-£9,000, based on build quality and
thee MEC HT1000 is quister still pearfarmiamce, A £7,000,it5 2 gh-end bamgam,
ALSD CONSIZER
512 ET200PLUS SHARF XV-29000E
ST upekated the HT200R us shartly Thie £5 £00 XV-POOOME features the alder
after Sharp and Marantz laid daim 1o Kl DLP chipset that was wsed by the
the héghrend DLP throme. Designed with Maramtz WP-12575 pradesessor. 75 still 3
an Hralian ey for flair, the £9,000 modsl damn fine projector, bt this latest
usees the samwe HDZ chip as the VP-1252, Marantz model outpoins it, 5o for
Thhe ciotytrast is lowarer at 18001, but it's ultimate quality, it might ke best tewalt
vt givineg bt a persenal zudition. ~forits fortheoming replacement.



